MOTHER TONGUE AUG. 30 AND 31

1) Read the text.
2) Write down the words belies, empirical, guise, bland and define each of them first from the dictionary, then in your own words
3) Then complete each of the following on a piece of paper to hand in. The expectation is to have at least 3 sentences per answer for a and b. Textual evidence means quoting something from the text to prove what you say.
a. Re-read the third paragraph that begins with “Recently, I was made keenly aware of...”. Explain what Tan realized during her talk. Support your answer with explicit textual evidence.
b. Re-read the 5th paragraph starting with “So that you’ll have some idea of what…”. Describe in your own words the English spoken by Tan’s mother.
c. Write down at least 3 times Tan describes her mother’s English using phrases or individual words.
d. Write down at least 3 times Tan’s mother’s English had limiting effects on Tan’s life using phrases or individual words.
e. Write down at least 3 times Tan describes how others reacted to her mother’s English using phrases or individual words.
4) [bookmark: _GoBack]Answer ONE of the following prompts in a 3-paragraph essay. Because this is your first essay, you will be graded on completion and simply following directions.
a. Amy Tan writes about her mother’s broken English and its effects on her life. Most of those effects are negative. Do you agree that not being very good at English affects other aspects of your life the way it did for Tan? Write an essay arguing one way or the other, and include textual evidence for your argument.
b. Amy Tan asserts that she speaks and writes differently in different situations. She uses different types of English. Do you feel like everyone uses different types of speech and writing in different situations and why or why not? Give some specific examples from your life as well as from the text to support your claim.

